
Interim Charges for TALHI to Watch 10/23/17 
 
House: 
House Committee on Business & Industry 
3. Review the increased use of third party data gathering, particularly individual background information 
and history, by Texas employers and businesses. Examine the standards for accessing, providing, and 
updating accurate background information used for employment purposes.  
4. Study the impact of data breaches or theft on Texas consumers and businesses. In particular, study 
the consequences of recent data breaches and subsequent mitigation efforts. Review the existing 
standards of risk as well as the current best practices in securing sensitive and personal information held 
or used by private industries. Determine if existing rules and regulations offer adequate consumer 
protection while allowing continued economic success for businesses in the state.  
 

House Committee on Government Transparency & Operation  
4. Evaluate whether, in light of recent Texas Supreme Court rulings, the provisions of the Public 
Information Act are adequate to support transparency and accountability in government, particularly as 
it relates to government contracting and procurement.  
5. Study how state agencies can share knowledge and practices, reduce duplicative data gathering, and 
conduct business in a more efficient manner through interagency data sharing. Review best practices to 
provide the public with more transparency and access to government information.  
 

House Committee on Insurance  
4. Assess the status of the health insurance market in Texas and opportunities to improve this market 
through waivers of federal law or other mechanisms. Monitor any changes in federal law that may affect 
these options.  
5. Evaluate recent efforts by the Legislature and the Texas Department of Insurance to minimize 
instances of surprise medical billing and to ensure the adequacy of health insurance networks. Identify 
instances in which surprise billing most often occurs and ways to decrease its frequency through 
enhanced transparency or other methods.  
6. Examine the impacts of changes in prescription drug coverage and drug formularies on patients, 
particularly those with chronic conditions.  
 

House Committee on Investments & Financial Services  
2. Study the impact and risks that a large-scale security breach of a credit bureau has on Texans. Identify 
opportunities to protect Texas consumers and to mitigate the impact of such a breach.  
4. Study policy challenges in the area of financial technology. Evaluate the concept of a "sandbox" as a 
regulatory approach for enabling innovation and the feasibility of implementing such in Texas. If 
appropriate, make recommendations for possible legislative action to foster innovation in the finance 
industry.  
 

House Committee on Pensions  
2. Evaluate the governance structures, including investment oversight, of the Employee Retirement 
System (ERS), Teacher Retirement System (TRS), Texas Municipal Retirement System, Texas County and 
District Retirement System, and Texas Emergency Services Retirement System. Identify best practices 
and make recommendations to strengthen oversight within the systems.  

 
 



Senate: 
 
Senate Health and Human Services Committee: 
Health Care Cost Transparency: 
Study efforts by the Department of State Health Services and the Texas Department of 
Insurance to increase health care cost transparency, including a review of the Texas Health Care 
Information Collection (THCIC) system, and the Consumer Guide to Healthcare. Recommend 
ways to make provider and facility fees more accessible to consumers to improve health care 
cost transparency, increase quality of care, and create a more informed health care consumer 
base. 


